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If you are thinking about a school garden, think about starting by forming a school

garden team.

School gardens are a great way to teach lessons outside the classroom, engage youth in

growing food and positively impact the food choices for those involved in the garden. 

To help with the planning process for your school garden, start by forming a garden

team. Your team should include teachers and staff interested in using the garden or

expected to help with maintenance. This would include school administration, teachers,

food service staff and maintenance staff. You should also consider including parents and

community volunteers that would have gardening experience or have an interest in

supporting the project in other ways. Depending on the grade levels that will be involved

this is also a great opportunity to engage youth in the planning process. 

Including some of these stakeholders may seem more obvious than others. It might be

intuitive to include administration and teachers that will be using the garden for lessons

and activities. Most schools utilize gardens as part of the science curriculum but gardens

can easily be connected to art, English, math and social studies, so consider reaching out

to teachers in all subjects to see if they would be interested in assisting. Including food

service staff gives you the opportunity to explore taste testing and introducing new

items to the cafeteria. Including maintenance staff is important if you will need their

assistance in building or maintaining the garden, or if you will need access to hoses,

water or other tools that they oversee. 

Including parents and community volunteers can provide additional technical support to

teachers that want to use the garden but may not have strong gardening skills. This can

also help develop partnerships that can support the garden over the summer months

when school is not in session. Other community members you might want to consider
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including as part of a resource team are Michigan State University Extension staff

members, Conservation District staff, and local garden club members. They all have

topics they could teach lessons on, could assist in identifying potential funding

opportunities and assist in identifying others than can provide technical assistance for

larger projects such as school hoop houses. 

Lastly, this is a great opportunity to engage youth in the planning process. Youth can be

extremely creative when thinking about designing a project like this and will bring fun to

the garden development process and make linkages to other areas adults may not have

thought of. Engaging youth in the planning process is also a great way to help youth

develop leadership skills. 

The USDA (United States Department of Agriculture) Farm to School Planning Toolkit

has some great suggestions for others to consider for your planning team. 

Michigan State University Extension supports the development and sustainability of

school garden projects throughout the state and expanded learning opportunities for

Michigan’s youth. Learn more about planning a school garden in the article Think spring!

Plan now for a school garden project.

This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information,

visit https://extension.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delivered straight to your

email inbox, visit https://extension.msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an expert in your

area, visit https://extension.msu.edu/experts, or call 888-MSUE4MI (888-678-3464).
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